
AP Environmental Science Expectations  
Ms. Board & Ms. Kavanagh      Spring 2012

Course Information
· We will have the opportunity to learn about the interrelationships of the natural world, identify and analyze environmental problems both natural and man-made, evaluate the risks associated with these problems, and examine alternative solutions for resolving or preventing them.
· This course is the equivalent of a one-semester introductory college course in environmental science.
· The AP Exam is Monday, May 7, 2012 at 8am.  All students are expected to prepare rigorously for this exam so as to obtain college credit for this course.  There is an exam fee of $87? due to the guidance department.  The AP exam is 3 hours long: 90 minutes to answer 100 multiple-choice questions (60% of grade) and 90 minutes for 4 free-response questions (40% of grade).  Class tests will mirror the AP exam.
· Reviews: attendance and preparation beforehand are mandatory.  If you are not able to attend, you must give me a parent note excusing you.  Mark your calendars:  Wednesday 2:45-4pm review dates are:  Feb 15, March 14, April 4, and 18.  Our County-wide APES review is Saturday, April 28 from 10-2:30pm at Carson.  We will review together on Sunday, May 6 at 4pm, before your Monday exam!
· The $10 lab fee is due by Friday, February 3rd. 
· Mandatory prerequisites include biology, chemistry, and algebra I.  
· Few topics in environmental science lend themselves to short-term memorization of facts.  The emphasis of this course is placed on understanding systems and processes, and you will be tested on your comprehension of these larger concepts.  You will be asked to integrate information from a number of contexts into a reasoned analysis, analogous to a scientist’s approach of devising and implementing solutions to real-world problems. 
· Students should come to class prepared everyday.  Lectures and laboratory activities will complement the required reading and homework assignments.  There is a tremendous amount of reading for this class.  Students should expect a minimum of one hour of homework every day. 
· Become familiar with AP Central, especially published free-response questions and answers.  http://apcentral.collegeboard.com; AP Courses and Exams tab; Exam Questions; Environmental Science.  
· Each quarter, students will complete an extracurricular activity intended to further their understanding of environmental science within our community. Accepted activities include speakers at Catawba’s Center for the Environment or tours of the Catawba Center for the Environment, wastewater treatment plant, recycling center, landfill, organic farm, sustainable building, or FOILS.  They are required to type a one page reaction report (1” margins, 12 pt font, double-spaced) due within one week of completing their activity.  The report must include the name, location, and date of the activity.  The student should also include at least two photos documenting their activity.  These should be separate from the reaction report, though the photos can be described within the report, if desired.  Students should submit their reaction report and photos to the Edu assignment page within one week of completing their activity and before the end of the quarter grading period.
· Image Portfolio:  Collect 10 images throughout the semester.  One must be a photo of our labs, one a map, one a concept map, one a graph, and one a cartoon.  The other five may be combinations of any of the required items.  You will write a 5-6 sentence paragraph detailing the significance of the image you chose for each image (10 paragraphs). 
         Contact Information
· School number – 704-855-7297	 	Email address - boardje@rss.k12.nc.us   
Class page:  jchs.edu20.org  Visit our page often, especially the calendar, resources, and assignments.					   Materials
· Pencils & black ink pens,  3-ring notebook,  paper,  textbook, & composition graph-ruled book for lab reports. 
	 			      Textbook
· Our textbook is Living in the Environment, thirteenth edition, by G. Tyler Miller, Jr.
· Students are expected to read, complete outlines, Edu discussions, and study all assigned sections.
       Grading is on a weighted point system.   
Tests: 60%        Labs 20%       Quizzes (there is one for every chapter): 15%,        Classwork/Homework: 5%
· Final Grades:    37.5% - 1st nine weeks    	37.5% - 2nd nine weeks     	25% - final exam
Classroom Rules
1. Show respect
a. To your teacher(s) – One Voice during whole class instruction*
b. To your classmates – One Voice during class discussion*
c. To your world – Put recyclable materials in appropriate containers.  Put all other trash in trash can.  No writing/drawing/erasing/scratching or other artistic attempts on the desks. Please bring a water bottle to sip from – stay hydrated.  No food, drink, or candy is allowed. iPods, mp3 players, and cell phones will be confiscated if seen during class and may be retrieved from the front office by your parents.  Respect your property and that of others.  
*Vulgar or profane language will not be tolerated.
2. Be prepared to learn at all times
a. Bring an open mind.  Opportunities for discovery are everywhere.  Our class will be held inside and outside.  Be prepared for field work.  Complaining will affect your participation grade.
b. Be on time – in your seat, working on the Blitzer when the bell rings.  Anything else is tardy. Blitzers help students make connections with concepts and are a starting point for discussions.  A well-composed response will help the student’s participation grade.
c. Bring all necessary materials with you – your textbook, notebook, paper, pens/pencils, and assignments due.  Due dates will be published in advance.  Late work is not accepted.
i. A handwritten, well-composed outline may earn up to 5 redemption points on the chapter quiz.  
d. Take care of all personal concerns (calling parents, locker or restroom visits, etc.) prior to class.
i. Students will be given three emergency passes to be kept in the back of their planner.  The student is responsible for keeping up with the passes.  In order to use a pass, simply fill in the required information and hand it to the teacher.  DO NOT interrupt class time to ask.  At the end of the semester, any unused passes may be redeemed for 7 points on a quiz grade.
e. Get your sleep at home, not during class.  You sleep, you stand.
f. For every second someone is packing up early, the class will stay after the bell to make up for lost learning time.  The teacher dismisses class, not the bell.
3. Be cooperative – Be alert, attentive, on-task, and congenial. Our class success depends on you.
4.  Be honest – Cheating is totally unacceptable, whether you are copying or permitting someone to copy from you.  Doing so will result in a zero for anyone involved and dismissal from National Honor Society.
We will follow all Carson & Rowan-Salisbury School rules

Consequences
1st time:  Verbal warning     					 2nd time:  Student will complete an Action Plan.    
3rd time:  Parent-teacher-student conference will be scheduled.      4th time:  Student will be sent to administration.
Any severe disruption will be sent to the office immediately!
The teacher reserves the right to contact a parent, counselor, or administrator at any time in regards to anything that occurs in our classroom!

What if you are absent?  Check Edu (Calendar & Resource tabs) for assignments you may have missed.
· Obtain copies of handouts in your class make-up folder at the front of the room.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]If you miss a lab, get your data and lab details from a trusted classmate.  Your lab report is to be written up as if you were present on the lab day.  
Classroom Procedures
By signing this document, I acknowledge that I have read and understand the above contract.


____________________       ______________________      ____________________     ____________________                      
         Print Student Name                    	     Student Signature	       Print Parent/Guardian Name  	Parent/Guardian Signature


_________________________________	________________________
Parent/Guardian email address (to join Edu page)	    Best # to reach Parent/Guardian
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